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Public Character and Grassroots Governance
In Effective Rural Governance

He Xuefeng (Wuhan University)

Abstract Village-level governance fundamentally serves the production and life of farmers, in order to
provide farmers with a better working and living environment. A better life should not be given by the state
but be created by farmers themselves. Work on agriculture, rural areas and farmers is a highly political mass
work. The masses are organized and become the master of their life by making use of various favorable condi-
tions, such as national resources to the countryside overcoming such difficulties as farmers coming into the
city, using various systems, such as land collective ownership, and borrowing various opportunities, such as
the contradiction in the village and the process of contradiction solving. To rebuild the publicness of the vil-
lage and accumulate the political potential of the village is to rebuild the subjectivity of the farmers. Different
from traditional autonomy, which is neither democratic nor impartial, village-level governance based on the
subjectivity of the farmers is based on democracy and justice. Rebuilding the publicness of villages and build-
ing a strong society based on villages is the basis of the modernization of grassroots governance.

Key words rural governance; resources to the countryside; strong country and society; de-publicness;

public space; work on agriculture; village politics; land confirmation; letters and visits system
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