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Doctrines of the Emperor: The Imperial Collection of Four And
The Catalogue in the Construction of Qing's Official Education

He Zongmei (Southwest University )

Abstract Official education reached its peak in Qing Dynasty, a time when the essence of official edu-
cation was the doctrines of the emperor. The compilation of the Imperial Collection of Four and the Cata-
logue of the Imperial Collection of Four (the Catalogue for short) as Qing Dynasty's major national cultural
project, was an important measure in the construction of official education. Two forces had restrained the
Qing Emperors from having absolute power of speech, namely, their predecessors in history and the Confu-
cians who had already held dominant positions in thoughts and culture. Therefore, the doctrines of the emper-
or depreciate preceding dynasties and despise the Confucians so that Qing dynasty and the emperor's role are
honored. The doctrines of the emperor, that is, "words are the norm to the country for generations", became
the supreme model for unifying all schools of thought. There are two fundamental points of the doctrines in
corporating the emperors' cultural mentality and governing arts. Firstly, "The way of the sage is great and all-
embracing”, and secondly, "When opinions vary, follow the sages". The construction of the doctrines of the
emperor was the political means that Qing dynasty used to achieve ideological unity. It is also the general out-
line for understanding the Imperial Collection of Four and the Catalogue, as well as the politics, thoughts,
culture and academia of Qing dynasty.

Key words the doctrines of the emperor; the Imperial Collection of Four, the Catalogue of the Imperi-

al Collection of Four, the construction of official education
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