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Moral Rationality Upheld by Socialist Volunteerism
With Chinese Characteristics

Peng Bailin (Hunan Institute of Science and Technology )

Abstract The moral rationality that should be upheld by socialist volunteerism with Chinese character-
istics includes at least the following aspects. The first is the primacy of social public good. Volunteers should
put the public good in the first place when dealing with the relationship between personal interest and social
public interest, and take the realization and maintenance of social public interest as the highest value goal. In
essence, the pursuit of the public good is to maximize the fruits of social development and make those fruits
be shared in the most equitable way by all members of society. The establishment of its value orientation re-
lies on the concept of shared development, people's pursuit of social justice and the desire for it, as well as the
sense of public responsibility. The second is selfless dedication. In essence, volunteerism itself is a kind of
dedication. Dedication and volunteerism are intrinsically the same, or rather, dedication is an intrinsic require-
ment of volunteerism, and there is no such thing as volunteerism without dedication. This aspect of volunteer-
ism inherently and logically stipulates that devotion is the most fundamental moral concept and the most ba-
sic ethical principle that should be followed in volunteerism, which requires volunteers not only to have the
moral sentiment of helping the world and the people, but also to have the spirit of courageous self-sacrifice.
The third is benevolence and love, that is, to respect the value and dignity of the recipients of volunteer servic-
es as a human being, to respect the self-esteem of the recipients, and to have a sense of moral responsibility
"to the heart" in the volunteer activities. The fourth is integrity without delusion. Volunteers should sincerely
fulfill their obligations and responsibilities. They should not lie to people or say anything that can not be
achieved or is useless big talk, or give some promises and then violate them, paying lip service. Instead, they
should make everything reflect the spirit of truthfulness and truth-seeking, and put their whole heart to volun-
teer service, do the volunteer work sincerely, and strive for excellence. The fifth is being grateful. After get-
ting rid of difficulties, the recipients of volunteer services, out of gratitude to society, should actively return to
society, and even do their best to actively participate in volunteer services, which is based on human social re-
sponsibility and obligation, and moral requirements and ethics. In the long run, advocating gratitude is one of
the important guarantees with which volunteerism can give full play to its social role and obtain sustainable
development.

Key words socialist volunteerism with Chinese characteristics; the primacy of public good; selfless

dedication; benevolence and love; integrity without delusion; being grateful
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