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Alienation and Versachlichung of Monetary Power:
The Prehistorical Transformation of Capital Relations

A Further Study of "Chapter on Money" in The Economic Manuscripts of 1857-1858
Zhang Yibing (Nanjing University)

Abstract Money has changed from an intermediary means of calculating the amount of labor to the
purpose that people are crazy to pursue as wealth, which is a complete deformating from the existential eidos
with which people used to face the direct needs of the whole life. Now, the whole being of human and things
have only one direction of eidos, namely to get rich. Moreover, money has changed from a useful exchange
tool to a dominant power, and in turn distorts into the external power ruling over man in real economic life.
The gestalt of labor relations of exchange between human is now objectively reversed into the ontological
code pseudo-gestalt of the relations between Sachen (as commodities) , and the ability of human is falsely
transformed into the Sache-like omnipotence of money, which is the specific Versachlichung of the manifesta-
tions of bourgeois social economic relations. The essence of the transformation is precisely the historical ex-
change relations of commodity, money relations and capital relations in the bourgeois society, hiding behind
the Sache-like relationship code pseudo-present in the ontology of relationship gestalt of economic material-
ization, and acting as an invisible faceless ruler.

Key words Marx; Economic Manuscripts of 1857-1858; monetary power; alienation; versachlichung
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