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Technology as Others: New Thoughts on the Ethical Relationship
Between Human and Technology

Chen Fan, Li Jiawei (Northeastern University )

Abstract The ethical relationship between human and technology is one of the frontier issues in con-
temporary philosophy of technology. Both ethics of applied technology and moral theory mediated by tech-
nology take self as the starting point in the ethical relationship between human and technology. The former
advocates the extension of human moral ethics to technological items while the latter brings technological
things into the scope of human ethical analysis. As the Alterity of technology gradually manifests, it is particu-
larly important to reflect on the ethical relationship between human and technology from the perspective of
technology as others. Based on Levinas' analysis of the ethical relationship between the self and the other, and
from the original meaning of the concept of ethics, the ethical relationship between technology and human as
the other is reflected in that technology opens the space for human to live and act. Moral ethics comes from
the interaction between human and technology, and the subject-object relationship is dissolved in this interac-
tion. Technology should be regarded as the other, not just the carrier of human morality, when reflecting on
the ethical relationship between human and technology.

Key words technology; Levinas; human-technology ethical relationship
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