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How Did Marx's Political Economy Introduce
The Concept of Historicity

Liu Tongfang , Zhang Xu ( Zhejiang University )

Abstract As a theoretical characteristic of Marxist political economy, the concept of "historicity" was
constantly introduced by Marx in his confrontation with the previous political economy and speculative his-
torical views. By deconstructing the "primitive state" hypothesis of classical economics with abstract individ-
uals as the core, Marx revealed the subordination of economic category to realistic production activities, and
led the logical starting point of political economy research to the concrete historical basis. By absorbing the
"sense of history" of Hegel's speculative philosophy, Marx not only emphasized the temporality of the exis-
tence of the capitalist mode of production, but also recognized the positive significance of sublating the feu-
dal mode of production, and understood its existence as an inevitable process of inherent negation. By reflect-
ing on the experience induction method of the historical school, Marx emphasized that the research or analy-
sis should start from the completion form of the phenomenon first, and then carry out scientific abstraction of
the economic development process with the reverse research method of "thinking from the back". The multi-
dimensional introduction of "historicity" in Marxist political economy will help us to understand its historical
and scientific nature deeply.

Key words Marx; political economy; historicity
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