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The Relationship Between Literati and Environment
In Late Western Han Dynasty

Centered on Yang Xiong's Experience
Hou Wenxue (Jilin University )

Abstract The late Western Han Dynasty was a critical period of the Han Dynasty's literary and cultural
turn, and Yang Xiong was a representative figure of the turn of this period. Taking Yang Xiong's writings and
experiences as clues, we can reflect upon the relationship between his life trajectory, knowledge structure and
value pursuit, and deduce the different influences of local culture and capital court culture on the literati in the
late Western Han Dynasty. Yang Xiong's creation during his stay in the place of Shu showed the early tenden-
cy of being "similar to litterateur Sima Xiangru". His local knowledge structure and his pursuit of life value
reflected the regional cultural atmosphere of Shu, which was characterized by the advocating of fu. Yang
Xiong then went to the capital to join the family of Wang, a relative of the emperor, and was raised as a Dai-
zhao to serve in the Chengming Hall. He was soon ordered to write Ganquan fu, Hedong fu and Yulie fu,
which were widely related to the Chinese classics, Zhuzi and history books, and his knowledge bearing capac-
ity surged in these three works. After being a Lang, serving within Huangmen, Yang Xiong was influenced by
the atmosphere of attaching importance to the study of classics and advocating erudition in the cultural group
of Lang, and turned to agree with the value proposition of Confucianism. The Central Secret Books provided
him with unlimited intellectual resources, and his final value pursuit was to read as many books of imperial
literature as possible and write enough essays on Confucian principles. Yang Xiong's writing experience
roughly reflected the overall state and dynamics of the literati group in the late Western Han Dynasty.

Key words late Western Han dynasty; fu; Confucian classics; Yang Xiong
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