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Urbanity of Western Society and Its Implications

Liu Yong(Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract The urbanity of Western society contains the dialectics of oppression and liberation. At the
urban society stage of Western capitalism, the forms of space production in urban society include urban plan-
ning, consumerist ideology, and everyday life, which jointly produce urbanity, namely, concentricity, expan-
sionarity, and inhomogeneity of cosmopolitans. Urban concentricity has deprived urban residents of their
rights to life, urban expansionarity has caused the loss of the subjectivity of urban residents' lives, and urban
inhomogeneity has led to the alienation of urban residents' lives. The oppression and liberation that have oc-
curred in the city are a contradiction characteristic with unity of opposites. Urban residents rely on the urban
revolution to achieve the liberation of their lifestyles to a certain extent so as to realize "poetic residence" and

"the right to the city", expose and resist consumerist ideology, propose the "self-denial" of the alienation of

everyday life self-denial identification with alienated everyday life, and rediscover the vitality or creativi-
ty of everyday life. The space production of western urban society has created a highly developed urbanity
civilization, and also brought oppression and exploitation to urban residents. Therefore, it is important for
contemporary China to stick to the path of socialist urban civilization with Chinese characteristics and create
a new form of human urban civilization.

Key words Lefebvre; space production; metromarxism; urban planning; consumerism; urban civiliza-

tion
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