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An Analysis of Herbert Marcuse's Early Social Change Theory

Liang Meiyan (Heilongjiang University of Science and Technology )

Abstract Up to now the research of Herbert Marcuse in Chinese academic circles has been focused on
his social criticism on the cultural level, for example, his theory of "one dimensional man" and "the Great Re-
jection strategy". However, according to a large number of newly published documents that Marcuse did not
publish before his death, Marcuse's critical theory of society is not limited to cultural criticism, instead, from
1940s to 1960s, he studied and criticized modern technology and developed industrial society from the per-
spective of social change . On one hand, Marcuse has studied the social change thought in ancient philosophy,
the modern rationalism social change theory, the social change theory of the modern sociology , especially
Karl Marx's social change theory. On the other hand, he profoundly reveals the comprehensive reshaping of
the developed industrial society by modern technology, the impediment of the developed industrial society to
social changes, and the possible ways to activate the liberating potential of technology and to promote the pro-
found changes of the developed industrial society. Marcuse's early social change theory has important aca-
demic value for us to grasp the Frankfurt School's social critical theory more comprehensively, especially to
further enrich and develop Karl Marx's social history theory under the new historical condition.

Key words Herbert Marcuse; social change ; modern technology ; developed industrial society
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