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The Metaphors and Signifying of Profound Substance
Of the Innate Knowledge

The Main Points of Interpretation of the Doctrine of Mean
By Wang Yangming and Wang Longxi

Zhang Zhaowei( Wuhan University )

Abstract The main source of the doctrine of Yangming school is mainly based on “the innate knowl-
edge” of Mengzi and “extending the knowledge” of the Great Learning, which “achieves breadth and great-
ness”; “Equilibrium before the feelings are aroused” and “being alone” of the Doctrine of Mean also consti-
tute an important basis of the doctrine of Yangming school, which “ pursues the refined and subtle to the lim-
it”. By using the root cause of diseases metaphor and the bell metaphor, Wang Yangming reveals the poten-
tial risks and hiding energy of “equilibrium before the feelings are aroused”, and synthesizes them in the sym-
posium of Tianquan Bridge. Thirty years later, Wang Longxi develops Polaris metaphor, which can guarantee
the correct direction and contain endless potential energy. On the basis of attaching importance to “equilibri-
um before the feelings are aroused”, he develops three aspects of innate knowledge: the first aspect is the tacit
dimension of subtle substance, the second aspect is the explicit dimension of manifest function, and the third
aspect is the integration of the other two aspects. There is a multiple interaction among the three aspects, with
each one representing the three and showing abundant patterns in correspondence. Three aspects of innate
knowledge correspond to three kinds of knowledge of epistemology: tacit dimension, public knowledge, and
personal knowledge. In connection with epistemology, the two aspects of substance and function of the innate
knowledge are corresponding to knowledge of virtue and recognition, respectively. By “transforming recogni-
tion into knowledge of virtue”, the two aspects can be integrated, and the knowledge of virtue can be en-
hanced by recognition. In addition, the knowledge of ability and power can be classified into the tacit dimen-
sion, which is the source of the deep power of innate knowledge.

Key words the Doctrine of Mean; Wang Yangming; Wang Longxi; the innate knowledge; equilibrium
before the feelings are aroused
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