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Overseas Scholars' Academic Speculations on the Portrayal Of
Mao Zedong Thought

From the Debate on the Two Paths of Overseas Mao Zedong Research in the 1990s
Zhang Ming (Nanjing University )

Abstract The long-standing conservative interpretation mode in the field of overseas Mao Zedong re-
search hopes to obtain the exclusive truth about the portrayal of Mao Zedong Thoughts, the illusion of empir-
icism in reading methods, and the theoretical field of vision "dwarfing" caused by the researchers' adherence
to the research paradigm of Chinese studies, which was severely criticized by the New Left scholars in the
1990s. Representatives of New Left scholars, such as Dirlik, Healy, and Knight, not only positioned Mao Ze-
dong from the perspective of the Marxist theoretical lineage and perceived Mao Zedong from multiple as-
pects of Mao Zedong Thought and the complex historical heritage, but also devoted themselves to breaking
through the limitations of empirical reading mode and introducing such hermeneutic methods as symptom
reading in order to understand Mao Zedong. The development of the above research path constitutes an im-
portant dimension for New Left scholars to have critical speculations on the portrayal of Mao Zedong
Thoughts and as well as a valuable theoretical exploration to break through the limitations of traditional re-
search path in the field of overseas Mao Zedong research. However, this theoretical exploration also has un-
avoidable limitations to a certain extent and calls for further analyses and speculations with a dialectical and
comprehensive scientific attitude.

Key words overseas Mao Zedong studies; Chinese studies; Marxism; New Left scholars
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