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The Innovation and Blending of the Images in Xin Qiji's Ci

Tao Wenpeng (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences )

Abstract The image of Xin Qiji's ci (a poetic style in China) is full of innovation, which echoes his
brilliant talent and ingenious thinking. His creation of images embodies that he has both meticulous observa-
tions and keen and unique feelings, and that he is better at flying the wings of imagination and fantasy. He us-
es social images skillfully to express natural images, or in turn uses natural images to express social images.
He combines the two kinds of images closely and makes them work for each other. He has formed an alliance
with the gull heron and co-performed the poetic and picturesque series. Xin Qiji practiced poetry as ci tireless-
ly, absorbed artistic nutrition extensively from a variety of literary styles, and changed the "narration of scen-
ery" of ci in the Northern Song dynasty into "narration of events" in order to create fresh and blending imag-
es. His poetic style has provided valuable inspirations for the creation of ci in Southern Song dynasty and
its later periods.

Key words Xin Qiji; image; Southern Song ci; Jiaxuan ci
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