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From "Annihilation''to "Creation': Marx's Inversion Of
The German Romanticism's Irony

Chen YanBo ,Chen Mo (Guizhou University)

Abstract The relationship between Marx and German Romanticism has increasingly attracted scholars'
attention, which provides a new horizon for us to further clarify the source of Marx' thoughts and understand
the problem awareness and thought opportunity of Marx' founding of his new philosophy. In this regard, the
German Romantic concept of "irony" can be an important entry for us to understand the rise and development
of Marx' early thoughts. Faced with the "disenchantment" of the world by Enlightenment, German Romanti-
cism tried to use "irony" to recall spirit and divinity for man and the world, but they got into a dilemma be-
cause of the inherent theoretical contradictions of "irony". On the basis of inheriting Hegel's theory of trans-
forming German Romanticism, Marx abolished the "absolute spirit" as the alienation of human spirit, pro-
moted human subjectivity to the supreme position, and realized the reversal of irony from negative "elimina-
tion" to positive "creation", which has not only solved the theoretical dilemma of German Romanticism, but
also found the proletariat as a positive revolutionary force for the realization of irony.

Key words Marx; German Romanticism; irony; proletarian
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