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Export Quality Upgrading of Manufacturing Enterprises

Xie Jing, Wang Shaohong (Zhongnan University of Economics and Law )

Abstract Adopting the framework of analyzing digital economy and export product quality on the ba-
sis of the new-new trade theory, this paper empirically investigates the effect and mechanism of digital econo-
my on the quality of export products of manufacturing enterprises by using the micro-level trade data. The
main findings are as follows. First, digital economy can significantly promote the export quality upgrading of
manufacturing enterprises. This conclusion remained robust after changing the key variable measurement,
considering the endogeneity and the change of trade tendency, and changing the regression sample. Second,
the driving effect of the digital economy on the export quality upgrading of manufacturing enterprises shows
certain heterogeneity in different trade modes and enterprises of different ownerships. Third, the production
efficiency is a possible mechanism for the digital economy to drive the export quality upgrading of manufac-
turing enterprises, while the product productivity is not a significant mechanism. Therefore, the government
should accelerate the strategic deployment of digital economy and the innovation of digital technology and
digital products, continuously promoting the export quality upgrading of manufacturing enterprises and creat-
ing new advantages of "Made in China" in international competitions.

Key words digital economy; industry digitalization; quality of export products; new-new trade theory
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