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What is Biopolitics

Lan Jiang(Nanjing University )

Abstract  Biopolitics is the politics of political power acting directly on our biological life. In the his-
tory of human political change, there have been four distinct phases. The first was the dichotomy between pol-
itics and the family, which led to the exclusion of biological life from the political sphere. In the modern era,
phrenology became the symbolic that distinguished civilised and free societies from barbaric natural societ-
ies, and biology became the measure that distinguished politics from non-politics. I In his combing through
the history of prisons in the 19th century, Foucault identifies the rise of modern regimented societies, where,
for example, human life is archived as an instrument of governance and contemporary capitalism normalises
the body at the micro level through the means of regimentation and the political governance of the life of the
population at the macro level. Today, in the context of the widespread use of big data technology and algorith-
mic technology, the biological life of all people is datafied and becomes a controlled society based on data-
base governance, which is the digital biopolitics of the intelligent age and a future-oriented biopolitics.

Key words digital biopolitics; biological life; political philosophy; big data technology; data gover-

nance
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