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Jurisprudential Analysis and Legislation Suggestion On
Legislation Prohibiting Consumption of Wild Animals

Cao Wei (Renmin University of China)

Abstract Legislation on prohibiting consumption of wild animals should meet the following require-
ments based on the special nature of legislative activities. The current law should continue to apply through
interpretation, filling and renewal to strengthen the interface with other legislations. Appropriate regulatory in-
struments and links should be adopted to reduce law enforcement costs. Moral judgments should be separated
from legal judgments to avoid the penetration of moral judgments into the normative system. The interests of
vulnerable groups need to be accommodated in order to mitigate the adverse effects on the subjects involved.
With the consideration of the above requirements, the amendment of the Wild Animal Conservation Law
should limit the scope of the consumption prohibition to all wild animals that grow naturally in the wild and
those artificially bred and raised without legal sources. The core of legislative regulation should be placed on
the front-end sectors such as hunting, transportation and operation. The national interest litigation and reason-
able acquisition through first possession should be stipulated. Punishment should be specified for consuming
wild animals in a cruel and uncomfortable way. Terrestrial wild animals with animal disease prevention and
control system should be incorporated into the National Catalogue of Livestock and Poultry Genetic Resourc-
es as soon as possible whereas the breeding and cultivating of terrestrial wild animals without such a system
should be stopped, but with different treatment according to the holding or non-holding of a breeding certifi-
cate.

Key words prohibition on consumption of wild animals; wildlife breeding; Wild Animal Conserva-

tion Law; public health; public safety; legal policy; animal welfare legislation
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