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Social Capital and Responsive Resistance to Epidemic Risk

Bian Yanjie, Miao Xiaolei, Lu Xiaolin, Ma Xulei, Guo Xiaoxian (Xi'an Jiaotong University)

Abstract The COVID-19 pandemic is a manifestation of risk society. A new survey shows that social
capital as an effective social mechanism helps people keep physical health by increasing their coronavirus
awareness, maintain normal life by expanding ways of overcoming difficulties, and survive the epidemic by
developing their positive attitudes during the difficult times of the pandemic. The analysis also demonstrates
that bonding social capital characterized by intensified social interactions within core personal networks is
dominant with direct, positive, and robust effects, while bridging social capital characterized by heterogeneity
of information sources is supplementary, with indirect and inconsistent effects. The overarching message of
this study is insightful and inspiring. While physical isolation caused by measures of stay-at-home and com-
munity lockdowns during the COVID-19 epidemic may get people separated from one another, bonding and
bridging social capitals connect them through offline and online social contact, thus helping to maintain both
core personal networks and more distant alters, reducing individualization costs of risk society, and enhancing
people's social power to combat the epidemic.

Key words risk society; epidemic risks; social capital; risk management; cost of individualization
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