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Engels' Hermeneutic Thought and Its Contemporary Significance

Sang Mingxu (Soochow University )

Abstract The misreading and criticism of Engels by Western Marxism is closely related to the opening
of the hermeneutic horizon in the history of Marxist understanding. The overemphasis on the distance be-
tween the reader and the author in the process of understanding the text magnifies the ideological gap be-
tween Engels and Marx. Therefore, we should return to Engels' own hermeneutical standpoint to give an in-
depth response methodologically. Engels, in fact, had not used the term "hermeneutics", but expressed the
thought of hermeneutics abundantly in his expositions of "understanding" and "explanation" about Marxism,
especially in the editing and publishing of the prologue of Marxist classic text and Marx's posthumous manu-
script, and the debates against many people who misunderstood Marxism. These thoughts covered many ba-
sic problems of hermeneutics, such as the essence and object of understanding, the conditions and limits of
understanding, the meaning and source of text, the relativity and absoluteness of understanding, the possibili-
ty of correct understanding, the distinction between right and wrong in understanding and the criterion of
judgment. Currently, it is of great significance to trace and study Engels' hermeneutic thoughts deeply so as to
solve a series of important theory problems systematically, such as refuting the heckling against Engels from
Western Marxism, grasping the relationship between Marx's and Engels' thoughts, and between the trend of
"return to Marx" and "Let Marx enter the contemporary" accurately, inspecting the different genres correctly,
and constructing the Marxist hermeneutics systematically.

Key words Engels;hermeneutics; nature of understanding; text meaning
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