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A Pluralist Framework for Probabilistically
Formalizing Epistemic Shifts

Xu Yingjin (Fudan University )

Abstract The term "epistemic shifts" refers to a widely recognized phenomenon that knowledge as-
cribers would ascribe different epistemic statuses to the same belief under different internal/external condi-
tions. Mainstream theories explaining shifts including contextualism, contrastivism, and intellectual invarian-
tism, can all be assimilated into a unified probabilistic framework, according to which the epistemic status of
a belief P can be at least partially evaluated in terms of the epistemic defensive power of such a belief vis-a-
vis the epistemic undermining power of certain "abnormal truth-makers of the belief P". Here "abnormal truth-
makers of the belief P" means P-inducing facts which are not P-corresponding facts simpliciter but facts
which seem to be both weird and abnormal. However, in the new framework, no further specification would
be made to associate "abnormal truth-makers of the belief P" with a single specific epistemic factor concern-
ing shifts, otherwise the framework cannot be pluralist enough to embrace a wide spectrum of shift-related
epistemic factors. [ will further claim that by accepting my framework, a theorist of shifts has to tolerate a plu-
ralist view of the etiology of shifts on the philosophical level, and mainstream theories explaining shifts are
all flawed in the sense that they all attempt to exaggerate one single and particular factor underpinning shifts
by ignoring others.

Key words probability; epistemic shifts; contextualism; invariantism; need-for-closure; abnormal

truth-maker
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