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Dilthey's Historical Hermeneutics and Its Dilemma

Huang Xiaozhou(Guangxi University )

Abstract Dilthey has created a historical hermeneutics. The criticism of historical reasoning is a criti-
cism of ability with which human beings know themselves, the society and history. Life is the foundation of
Dilthey's philosophy. Everyone is anindividual and every national state is an individual too. Dilthey's histori-
cal hermeneutics extends from its early emphasis on the individualism of life experience to the general under-
standing of the universe of objective spirit. Dilthey was close to Hegel in the idea of objective spirit, but he
would show an opposing attitude towards Hegel and enlightenment historical philosophy, going on his own
way of romanticism and historism again when he explained the historical law, value and aim. Therefore, Dil-
they was trapped into the unresolved dilemma which came from the incisive contradictory between romanti-
cism-historism and enlightenment-positivism.

Key words Dilthey ;historical reasoning ; hermeneutics ; objective spirit
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