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On the "Earthboundness' and "Oceaness' of China as Tianxia

Chen Jianhong (Sun Yat-sen University )

Abstract In his Philosophy of History, Hegel contends that the nations in Asia are the nations of the
land, lacking in ocean spirits, because they consider oceans as the interruption and limitation of the land.
Asian nations, including China, therefore look earthbound with a lack of "oceanness". Hegel's Eurocentrism
expresses a superiority of ocean-based civilizations over land-based ones. In contemporary Chinese thoughts,
the ideas such as Tianxia and earthbound China have also strengthened the image of China as a nation of the
land. This image was forged due to both external and internal reasons . The external reason is the influence of
Missionaries on European mainstream thinkers, and the internal reason can be traced to the way of interpret-
ing Chinese classics. From a historical as well as a geographic point of view, China is not only a land-based
earthbound nation, but also an open ocean-oriented seafaring nation.

Key words Hegel; Philosophy of History;Fei Xiaotong; Rural China;Tianxia; the land;the sea
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