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An Ethical Study of Political Legitimacy from the Perspectives
Of Chinese and Western Civilizations

Yao Xinzhong(Renmin University of China)

Abstract This article aims to examine the ethical implications of political legitimacy and to argue that
political legitimacy is in essence an issue of ethical values, a question of how to establish, understand and
rank the core values in politics. The argument of political legitimacy is to justify the rationality, reasonability
and justifiability of a particular political regime, constitution or policy. The ethical implications of political le-
gitimacy can be investigated in terms of two groups of core values from the perspectives of Chinese and west-
ern civilizations. One is the foundational value group that is based on human wellbeing, and the other is the
teleological value group that is focused on justice. Justification of political legitimacy is usually to follow two
routes: the original justification for the sourcing, obtaining, sustaining and renewing of the political power,
and the consequential justification for the ways or manners to construct political structure and execute politi-
cal power. These two routes are often consciously or unconsciously divided and separated both in history and
in the contemporary world, leading to either extreme dogmatism or relativism. Therefore, it is concluded that
these two routes of justification should be combined to provide the justifiable legitimacy for modern politics,
and that democracy and rule of law, prosperity and justice, and equality and liberty must be united in order to
establish the just political structure and mechanism as the core value and spirit of human civilization.

Key words political civilization; political legitimacy; ethical reconstruction equality and justice; core

values
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