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The Understanding of Mao Tse-Tung's Proposition Of
"Philosophy is Epistemology"

Liu Bingyi (Wuhan University )

Abstract The concept of "epistemology" in Mao Tse-Tung's proposition of "Philosophy is epistemolo-
gy" is not concerned with "how knowledge is possible" or "human cognitive activity itself", but with the ques-
tion of "how to know". Therefore, what Mao Tse-Tung wants to express through this proposition is that phi-
losophy is a theory to research how to know the world correctly. The reason why he puts forward this proposi-
tion is mainly to summarize the view of philosophy that he has always adhered to. This proposition was not
improvised by Mao Tse-Tung as we can find two possible arguments in the context of his thoughts. In this
proposition, we can find that "how to know the world correctly" constitutes the basic problem and core con-
cern of Mao Tse-Tung's philosophy, and this concern was also reflected in Chinese Marxist philosophical re-
search from the 1930s to the 1970s.

Key words Mao Tse-Tung; view of philosophy; epistemology ; textbook of philosophical principles;
"philosophy is epistemology"
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