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Important Issues on the Innovation of Chinese
Urban Governance

Based upon Case Studies of Megacities
Yu Keping (Peking University )

Abstract A number of megacities have been emerging in China in the rapid process of urbanization.
There have been 17 megacities with a population of more than 5 million by the end of 2020. The emergence
of megacities has the inevitability of aggregating population and rationality of advancing modernization. Nev-
ertheless, all megacities have either typical urban diseases or particular challenges in regard of the orientation
of new city functions, urban-rural integrations, household management of the new migrants, public security,
environmental protection and sustainable development. In view of their particular political and economic sta-
tus, the governance innovation of megacities does not only influence their own development but also lead the
whole country's national governance. Megacities have made a lot of effective measures to deal with the chal-
lenges they are facing. Successful experiences were achieved while heavy costs were paid, and there are
many lessons that need to be learned. The future of megacities, to a large extent, would depend on how to ad-
vance the urban modernization of governance with innovation.

Key words megacity; city classification; urbanization; urban governance; state governance
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