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"Words Shall Be Responded" Means ' The Fulfillment of Promise’

Yang Liuan (Hunan University)

Yang Fengbin (Shanghai University)

Abstract Xue'er of The Analects says, "If the said words are in accordance with justice, those words
shall have response". Zhu Xi interpreted the word "response" here as the fulfillment of promises, which were
adopted by Mr. Yang Bojun in his Annotation of The Analects. Sun Xiaochun recognizes He Yan's interpreta-
tion, which argues that "If the said words are in accordance with justice" should actually be" If the said words

are not in accordance with morality", and "those words shall have response" should actually be "those words
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may not have response". Sun believes that Annotation of The Analects has a wrong interpretation. The exam-
ple sentences provided by Yang and Sun are the same as those from The Commentary ot Zuo. It can be con-
cretely confirmed that "the fulfillment of promises" should be the right interpretation. First, by the inductive
proof from examples in literature, "in accordance with" in the literature of pre-Qin period means "similar to
the former"; it does not have the implication of "Not the former". Second, in the 9th year of the Duke Xi of
The Commentary of Zuo, the sentence "how can you expect me to fulfill my promises while cherishing my
life" was interpreted by Kong Yinda as "Fulfill one's promises again and again without considering personal
gains and losses". By the inductive proof from examples in literature, the "while" (i) in this sentence pattern
presents a reverse meaning of goodness and badness. Therefore, "response to words" can only be "the fulfill-
ment of promises" rather than "the promises may not be fulfilled". Third, Kong also interpreted "Fulfill one's
promises again and again" as "to live up to ones words". The inductive proof from examples in literature indi-
cates that the "repetitiveness" represents "multiple times" when the word is used as an adverbial; it can only
be interpreted as "play fast and loose" when this word is used as predicate and object. Fourth, in Jinyu II of
Guoyu, the words "How can you expect me to live up to my words while demanding me to cherish myself?"
that describe the same event as said before in the 9th year of the Duke Xi of The Commentary of Zuo can also
prove that "response to words" is "to live up to my words", which is "the fulfillment of promises". Last, there
exist such sentences from Chu Analects II of Guoyu, as "to fulfill the promises without considering personal
gains and losses", "to love someone without thinking for him/her in a long term", "being straightforward with-
out being considerate", and "all of which are flashy without substance". "To love someone but don't think for
him/her in a long term" and "being straightforward without being misgiving" can be concluded as "being
beautiful but ferrous", which leads to the "flashy without substance". The sentence "to fulfill the promises
without considering personal gains and losses" shall also follow those examples. Therefore , "words shall be
responded” can only be "the fulfillment of promises". What can be gained from the demonstration above is
that when the ancient comments are different from each other or from the illustration drawn from similar sen-
tences, the illustration shall be followed. However, He Yan's interpretation which Sun Xiaochun picks cannot
be proved by any similar sentences.

Key words response to words; live up to words; fulfillment of promise; review of example sentence
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