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Language Modernization: Connotations
And Contemporary Missions

Zhao Shiju (Wuhan University)

Abstract Due to historical reasons, language modernization has often been regarded as a historical
concept with a fixed connotation in China, and has generally been neglected since its provisional tasks were
accomplished. However, in an era of rapid development, we need to reexamine and clarify the fundamental is-
sues on language modernization so as to keep up with the times and undertake new missions. "Language mod-
ernization" is not in a static state, but in an ever-changing dynamic process. A review of the world history of
language modernization tells us that its purpose is to continuously meet the demands of the times on lan-
guage, and its core tasks are the continuous improvement and enhancement of the ability of language to meet
social needs and the ability of people to use language efficiently so as to promote social development. There
are several levels of language modernization, the core of which is to establish a developmental view on lan-
guage and to improve language abilities that serve the needs of the times. In an era of informatization and in-
telligentization, essential missions of language modernization in China are to advance the transformative de-
velopment of the language career, and to promote its normalization, standardization, informationization, intel-
ligentization, legalization and internationalization, making our contributions to national development and hu-
man progress.

Key words language modernization; the language career; language services; modernity; transformative

development
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