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The Communist Party of China is the Mainstay in China's Anti-Japanese War
Carlson's Survey and Opinions on the CPC's Base Filed

Hu Dekun, Lu Xiaona (Wuhan University )

Abstract Entrusted by President Roosevelt, the Naval Officer Evans Fordyce Carlson came to China
twice from 1937 to 1938. During his stay, he visited the bases behind the enemy's lines like the head-quarter
of the Eighth Route Army in Shanxi, and the home of the central CPC in Yan'an, as well as Suiyuan and Cha-
har. Carlson's travel covered almost a few thousand miles of China's territory, during which he kept a de-
tailed record of what he saw, heard and felt, and sent it directly to Roosevelt's private secretary, LeHand in
the form of correspondences. It can be observed from the correspondences that Roosevelt showed a deep in-
terest in Carlson's reports. As the first American Military Officer who visited anti-Japanese bases, Carlson's
letters of observation provided a brand new image of the Communist Party of China and battlefields behind
enemy lines for American top leaders, which is really a far cry from the National Government's usual propa-
ganda. In the letters to Roosevelt, Carlson presented his viewpoints: the Chinese people's Anti-Japanese War
will absolutely be a total victory, the CPC is the hope of China's resistance against Japanese aggression, and
the Communist Party is the source of China's national strength. Apart from that, Carlson also clearly made
three predictions: China's future lies in CPC's side, CPC is the source of national strength in China and is the
hope to lead China to become a powerful nation in the world.

Key words Carlson; anti-Japanese War; anti-Japanese bases; CPC' resistance; mainstay
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