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Professor Feng Tianyu’s Research Process of Cultural History
Zhou Jiming (Hubei University)

Abstract Professor Feng Tianyu has been the undisputed forerunner in the 40 years of cultural history
research since the reform and opening up in China. He advocates cultural history and has explored cultural his-
tory theories and research methods in response to the needs of social changes and historical development during
the renaissance of cultural history research, thus providing an important foundation for its in-depth development
in New Era. His book History of Chinese Culture inherits academic context about the general cultural history
of the Republic of China and further expands cultural history with new ideas and developments, becoming a
best-selling classic. His continuous efforts over 40 years have enabled him to promote the research on the his-
tory of cultural generation and modern transformation of Chinese culture with remarkable achievements. His
visit to Japan has helped him unearth the research documents about China in East Asia Tong Wen Academy,
providing extremely important sources for studying the modern Japan’s observation of China as well as another
aspect of modern Chinese society. He has opened up the horizon of “Historical and Cultural Semantics” and
written the books Exploring the Origin of New Language and Textual Discussion on“ Feudalism”, which have
exerted a great influence. With a strong sense of historical responsibility and intellectual mission, Prof. Feng
has used his diverse knowledge structure and broad-mindedness to write many first-class cultural history works
as a contribution to the history of contemporary Chinese culture by employing the research methods based on
the integration of meaning, textual research, verses and the idea of governing and benefiting the people.

Key words Feng Tianyu; history of culture; transformation of modern culture; cultural transformation;

historical cultural semantics
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