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How to Get Rid of the Fetishism of Concept
Adorno’s Theory and Its Implications

Wang Xiaosheng (Huazhong University of Science and Technology)

Abstract The fetishism of concept is to solidify the content of concept. Although concept has its ob-

jective content, this content cannot be solidified as it is closely related to subjective thinking. The method of

definition is a kind of scientific method, but it cannot be used to define the content of concept once for all. The

absolutization of this method would lead to the fetishism of concept. By using the method of internal contra-

diction to define the content of concept, Adorno has proposed a new method to define concept so as to make

concept move. He then uses constellation of concepts to discover the characteristics of objects, taking Weber’s

analysis of capitalism as an example to illustrate the characteristics of this method. Finally, Adorno uses spir-

itual experience to demolish the fetishism of concept by expanding the content of concept through experience

in consciousness and emphasizing the relation of experience and concept. Adorno’s critique of the fetishism of

concept is of great significance for us to reconsider Marxist dialectics. We cannot break away from concrete

objects and experience to abstractly play with concept because concept must be related to concrete objects and

corporeal experience.

Key words Adorno; concept; dialectics; fetishism; spiritual experience
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