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Philosophical Reflection on Equal Political Utopia Of
Mass Higher Education

Zhang Wenxi (Renmin University of China)

Abstract With the negation of elitism by mass higher education in Europe and the US, the concept of
promoting social equality through university education has been criticized by political philosophy. To reflect
on the existing university concept needs contemporary cultural and educational philosophy. In the debate on
the concept of university education, elitism and popularization are essentially in the tension about the way of
human education. In this aspect, Skepticism or even Nihilism, as well as metaphysics, isolate “genius” or
individual talent and make them opposite to each other. They are bound to create a more internal division
than population polarization or division between different classes. In itself, the distinction between talent and
education cannot be truly understood. A critical study on the concept of university education shows western
society has failed in the elite’ s attempt to apply humanities and social sciences for equal results. Nowadays,
western university education has become a source of “chaotic”” democracy. Mass higher education is unable to
getrid of the theoretical dilemma on fabricating a false identity theory among genius, mass society, culture, state
and education. Only by recovering or achieving the goal can the contradiction be eliminated by the orientation
of dialectical relationship between man, environment and education. Educational practice constantly reminds
us of such a orientation, and the working class is a commitment to it.

Key words higher education; public education; elite education; equality; political philosophy
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