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“Brand First” and Innovation Dilemma: Construction and Operation
Of the Collaborative Innovation Platform of Government,
Industry and University

Liu Zixi (Xiamen University)

Abstract In the era of the New Normal, Big data is considered to be an important strategic emerging
industry, whose driving force is regarded as a collaborative innovation. However, neither its empirical features
nor its theoretical implications have gained sufficient attention from the academia. The author re-conceptualizes
the term from the perspective of sociology of organization, points out the insufficiency of functionalism and
single-level network analysis, and interprets the case of “Maritime Silk Road Big Data Platform in City A”. The
author finds that this collaborative innovation actually relies on the interpersonal network between participating
entities, although it seems to be a formal organizational network formed by the cooperation of government,
universities and enterprises. The interpersonal and organizational relationships are mutually transformed, and
the interests of each subject are packaged into the co-creation activities. “Brand” is the key mechanism of
network generation and change. As a formal entitlement recognized by the government, Brand points to non-
specific and highly ambiguous innovation activities, and implies a multi-level capital space, so it flows between
politics, industry and academia, with four facets: organizational identity, resource signal, legality basis, and
interest incubator. Through the strategic acquisition and use of Brand, the collaborative network constantly
expands its size, forming a structure that strides over bureaucratic tiers, and further increasing its uncertainty of
production. Such uncertainty echoes the status of Big Data industry and increases the industrial bubble.
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BUCFEHEER  2020-03-31
B EEEN XTI, et BITRE S 5 AR 0% gt BT 361005,
BETHEE & I8





