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The Classical Paradigm of Chinese Literary Theory
Li Jianzhong (Wuhan University)

Abstract The origin of things determines the nature of things. Chinese literary theory has the same
structure as the classics in its origin. The paradigm of Confucian classics constructs the genealogical rule of
belief and idea in Chinese literary theory. The classical paradigm of Chinese literary theory, expressed by the key
words of Wen Xin Diao Long, has four main points:one is the discourse act of “Ancient sages wrote according
to the basic spirit of the Tao of Nature, which was expounded through the writings of ancient sages”; the second
is the interpretation path of resolving all ideas and abstracting in order; the third is the basic rule of “if you write
according to the standard of the sage’s thought, you can write almost as well”; the forth is the core idea of “the
function of an article is to supplement the study of classics”. To interpret and change the classical paradigm
of Chinese literary theory cannot only reconstruct the soul and physical appearance of the three thousand years
history of Chinese literary criticism, but also reconstruct the knowledge map and discourse system of Chinese
literary theory in the 21st century, so as to effectively respond to the “Chinese problem of literary theory” from
the perspective of “China of the world”.
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