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Comprehensively Understanding the Issue of Justice in Das Kapital
Li Dianlai (Wuhan University)

Abstract Among the theoretical issues that can be revealed in Das Kapital, the issue of justice occupies
a very key position. A comprehensive understanding and explanation of the issue of justice in Das Kapitalis of
great significance for the opening of the contemporary significance of Das Kapital and the further promotion
of the research of Marx’s political philosophy. Whether we can achieve a comprehensive understanding and
interpretation of the issue of justice in Das Kapital depends on the answers to three questions: Why should we
understand the issue of justice and Marx’s thought of justice from the narrative structure of Das Kapital ? Why
did Marx think that the exchange relationship between capitalists and workers is a kind of “just” relationship in
Das Kapital 7 Does Marx’s analysis of justice in Das Kapital promote and surpass the modern western justice
theory? The answers to these three questions show that Marx’s political philosophy and the theory of justice not
only have one dimension of dialogue with the western normative political philosophy, but also have fundamental
differences with the latter. The effective paradigm to explain and evaluate Marx’s political philosophy and the
theory of justice can only be the paradigm of historical materialism. As a text of justice or containing justice
problem, Das Kapital starting from historical materialism, bases the normative interpretation of justice on the
understanding of reality, or transforms a constructive normative issue into a critical historical issue.

Key words Marx; Das Kapital ; justice
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