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The Great Figure Zeng Zhu in the Commercial Circles in Late Qing
Dynasty and the Boycott of American Goods

Zhu Ying (Central China Normal University)

Abstract Zeng Zhu, a Chinese merchant, became an advocate, liaison, and even leader of the anti-
imperialist patriotic movement to protest against the United States of America, who forced China to sign a
“Prohibition Agreement” that discriminated against and abused the Chinese people. He launched the boycott
of American goods with extraordinary courage, which received active responses from the commercial and aca-
demic circles, setting off a nationwide anti-imperialist patriotic movement. He later became the main liaison
of this movement, making face-to-face negotiations with the US Minister and the Consul General, and was the
forerunner of modern merchant diplomacy. At the time when his life was threatened, Zeng Zhu published an
impassioned letter to his fellow Chinese nationals around the world, which gained universal respect and praise
from people at home and abroad. His unique deeds in modern Chinese history won him the fame of “the greatest
figure in the Chinese commercial circles in the 20th century”. The negligence and biased evaluations of Zeng
Zhu'’ s important role and influence in the boycott of American goods in many previous works are all open to
discussion.

Key words Zeng Zhu; Chamber of Commerce; boycott of American goods; anti-imperialist patriotic

movement
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