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Paradigm Cerisis in the Study of Modern Chinese Literature:
Debates and Reflections in American Academic Circle

Li Song (Wuhan University)

Abstract Since 1980s, the theoretical revolution in humanities and social sciences in Europe and North
America has strongly impacted the original mode of literary research and profoundly influenced the layout
of humanities and the reform of academic system. In 1993, Liu Kang and other scholars launched a debate
on the paradigm crisis of modern Chinese literature research in the American journal Modern China. This
debate reflected the methodological conflict and the rupture and adjustment between disciplines of literature
research within American Sinology. The main topics of this debate are: the comparative study on Chinese
Marxist literary criticism and the Western left wing, the political nature of literature, the Chinese problem in
Western literary theories, the rupture of disciplinary relations, the contradiction between critical theory and new
criticism, and the relationship between literary research and theory. Reviewing and reflecting on the internal
logic and differences in the study of modern Chinese literature in the United States can help open a window of
international dialogue for domestic literary researchers and deepen the exploration of core propositions in the
new historical conditions and ideological context.

Key words comparative literature; modern literature; new criticism; paradigm; sinology; literary theory
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