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On Karl Marx’s Theoretical Critique from the Perspective Of
Practical Philosophy

Li Zhi (Wuhan University)

Abstract Traditional philosophy, classical political economics and historiography all presuppose the per-
spective of “spectator”, that is, the theorists are the superior onlookers, standing outside the world and grasping
the comprehensive truth of the world. As a target of Karl Marx’s theoretical critique, such a perspective not
only leads the traditional theorists to treat real miseries without sympathy, but also excludes many important
social problems from theoretical thinking. Being more than a critique of various specific theoretical opinions,
Marx’s theoretical critique makes the daily life and historical practice of ordinary people the main theoretical
concern, taking the perspective of “participant” instead of “spectator”, thus transforming theories to theoretical
weapons for both the critique of reality and revolutionary actions. Through the critique, the relationship between
theory and practice changes from the traditional dualist relation to the mutual relation of theory-practice inside
the practical life, as practice is a whole historical picture including both theory and practice. In such a picture,
every individual is an equal participant in history, as both a theorist and an activist, and therefore, subjective
reflections and free political actions are no longer the privileges of theorists or political elites.

Key words Karl Marx; critique of theory; practice; history; real individual person
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