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On the Style of Tang Poetry in Chinese Aesthetics
Chen Wangheng (Wuhan University)

Abstract Poetry and poetics of the Tang dynasty have shaped the main spirit, core theory and funda-
mental taste of Chinese aesthetics, which include the aesthetic purpose of integrating education and aesthetics,
the aesthetic paradigm of integrating philosophy and aesthetics, the aesthetic taste of taking poetic nature as the
basis, and the aesthetic quality of advocating “Gu” (& ) and “Qi” (K,) . “Gu” (‘& ) and “Qi” (K ) refer to
the enterprising spirits of life, the most prominent manifestation of which in Tang poetry incorporates the lofty
quality of the universe, national consciousness, a high regard for comradeship and spiritual ties, confidence and
optimism, as well as boldness and toughness. Empowered by the aesthetics of Tang poetry, these spirits have
influenced the entire society and become a most invaluable tradition of the Chinese nation. Poetry and poetics
of the Tang dynasty have profoundly influenced and even nurtured the other types of arts. Such a pervasive
influence has established not only the tradition of Chinese arts of taking poetry as its soul, but also the tradition
of Chinese aesthetic consciousness of taking poetry as its criterion. The life style and aesthetic taste of Chinese
people have been deeply and extensively influenced by poetry and poetics of the Tang dynasty.

Key words Si Kongtu; poetry of Tang dynasty; Tang dynasty poetics; aesthetic purpose; aesthetic ontol-

ogy; aesthetic paradigm; poetic taste
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