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The Transformation of American Reform Judaism:
A Tri-dimensioned Interpretation

Fu Youde (Shandong University)

Abstract Since the early 19th century, the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) has ac-
knowledged the following four documents as the most significant in the history of American Reform Judaism,
namely (1) The Pittsburgh Platform (1885), (2) The Columbus Platform (1937), (3) A Centenary Perspective
(1976) and (4) Modern Statement of Principles (1999). This paper will try to interpret the four documents one
by one in three dimensions: tradition and modernity, ethnicity and universality, holiness and secularity. I will
demonstrate that first of all The Pittsburgh Platform in 1885 represents the radical reformers who, faced with
the three dichotomies, uphold the second sides without condition; secondly, The Columbus Platform in 1937
shows obvious retreat from the radical position of Pittsburgh to Jewish nationality and holiness of life, though
it still holds modern values in general; thirdly, The Centenary Perspective in 1976 marks a complete return to
tradition, nationalism (or ethnicity) and holiness of Jewish life and keep distance from modernity, universalism
and secularism; fourthly, The Statement of Principles in 1999 displays a stable form of Reform Judaism.

Key words reformers; tradition and modernity; ethnicity and universality; holiness and secularity; Pitts-
burgh Platform; The Guiding Principles of Reform Judaism; Reform Judaism: A Centenary Perspective; A
Statement of Principles for Reform Judaism
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