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Taste of Thoughts and Position of Dialogue: Zhu Guangqian’s Style Of
Argumentation and Its Influence

Wang Benchao (Southwest University)

Abstract As an aesthetician and a critic, Zhu Guangqian’s achievements on aesthetics was not only
highly praised by academia, but his notion and methodology of criticism met the universal approbation in the
history of modern Chinese literary criticism. However, Zhu’s method of argumentation of his aesthetic thoughts
and critic notion did not actract enough attention of the academic circle. His argumentation mainly focuses on
who is saying, how to say, and to whom you are saying. Zhu connected language with thoughts, shortened the
distance between author and reader, pursued the taste of thoughts which suits suit both refined and common
people, developed a way of dialogue like reader’s presence, and created a distinctive and smooth style of writ-
ing. This contributes to the formation of modern written vernacular Chinese, and also promotes and spreads
argumentation among young students.

Key words zhu guanggian; style of argumentation; taste of thoughts; literature criticism
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