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Legal Attribute and Effect of the Administrative Order Of
“Law of PRC on the Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases”

Sun Jin, Yang Jun (Wuhan University)

Abstract The administrative order has a dual legal regulation function of controlling administrative
power and exercising private rights under the guidance of “new administrative law”. The wide application
of the administrative order accords with the idea of innovating social management system as proposed in the
19th National Congress of CPC. In order to defeat novel coronavirus pneumonia (NCP, WHO named it 2019-
nCoV acute respiratory disease), illegal act should be forbidden according to the administrative order by the
“Law on the Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases”. However, the current administrative order with
ambiguous legal attribute often leads to unclear provisions in law and fuzziness in application, which causes
the “Law on the Prevention and Treatment of Infectious Diseases” to fail to give full play to its legal effect
in dealing with public health events such as novel coronavirus pneumonia. Therefore, the author of this paper
suggests that we should focus on legal attribute, legal effect, improvement of the administrative order as well
as punishment system, and enhancement of regulations, so that the administrative order can play a greater role
in dealing with public health events.

Keywords COVID-19; administrative order; administrative punishment; Infectious Diseases Prevention

and Treatment Law; public health; crisis management
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