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On the Methodology of Accurate Identification of Underworld Crimes
He Ronggong (Wuhan University)

Abstract Accurate identification of underworld crimes is a basic requirement for advancing specialized
struggles against gangsters and eliminating crimes according to law. The identification of the scope of under-
world organizations should be restricted as determined by the reality of their existence of in China and their
status in the entire structure of illegal crimes. The interpretation and determination of the elements of gangs
and evil crimes cannot be separated or deviated from their essence. The “protective umbrella” should be accu-
rately identified and distinguished from ordinary help and protection. To identify underworld crimes accurately
also requires the implementation of criminal policies with lenience and strictness, which can be exemplified in
the accurate definition of the meaning and scope of “participating”. Practitioners should also avoid replacing
criminal laws with non-criminal concepts.

Key words sweeping underworld crimes; underworld organization; evil forces; criminal policy with

lenience and strictness
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