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Political Service, Social Service and History Memory: Portrayal of
Archives in Chinese Mainstream Media since New Century

Tan Biyong, Zou Yangin (Shandong University)

Abstract Portrayal of archives as presented in mainstream media both reflects the social status of archives
and influences the public attitudes toward and perceptions of archives and archival work, as well as personal
behaviors of the public. Reports on archives in six Chinese mainstream media from 2000 to 2017 show that
archives are presented as the medium for publicity, non-for-profit to serve the public, and the custodian of history
memory. The current problems of archival portrayal in mainstream media may be solved as following ways:
first, having dialogues with the public and co-operation with media; second, taking the initiative to optimize
communication and to start multiple services.

Key words media image; reports on archives; mainstream media; history memory
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