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On the Internal Logic in the Integration of Culture and Tourism
Fu Caiwu (Wuhan University)

Abstract In terms of form, the integration of culture and tourism embodies a relationship of mutual
dependence and promotion between “structure” and “use”, which “promotes tourism through culture and high-
lights culture through tourism”. Culture provides content for tourism and tourism provides a channel for culture,
reflecting a harmonious and unified relationship between “structure” and “use”. Essentially, the internal logic
of culture-tourism integration is the process in which individual tourists participate in creating cultural tourism
genre, and also a process in which both the subject of cultural tourism and cultural tourism installation (object) as
a symbolic (symbol) system to carry out the creation, transformation and connection by individual cultural tour
consumption behavior. This integration is the unity of “awakening” and “immersion”, “indexing” and “staring”
between subject and object, expressed in the interactive process of “absorbing symbols and being absorbed by
symbols”. Behaviors of cultural tourism consumption cause the individuals to confirm and reconstruct their
own cultures, so that two different ways of human lives—culture and tourism—have reached the organic integra-
tion in the cultural self-identity. This logic transcends the traditional value of static cultural tourism integration,
reflecting the interactive and interpenetrating characteristics of the cultural experience and the subject’s partic-
ipation in the creative process of tourism. The individual’s cultural tour has the function to promote cultural
identity and becomes an effective channel to connect cultural industry with tourism, linking individual cultural
needs and the need to co-construct a community of group culture.

Key words cultural tourism; integration of culture and tourism; cultural identity; cultural consumption
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