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Taige, Langshu, Mountains and Marketplace
In the Poetry of the Ming Dynasty

Chen Wenxin (Wuhan University)

Abstract Taige, Langshu, Mountains and Marketplace are four key words to describe the historical devel-

opment of poetry in the Ming Dynasty. Generally speaking, the Taige style of poetry continued and dominated

the poetry practice during the period from Hongwu to Tianshun. In the period from Chenghua to Jiajing, the

rise of “the former seven writers and latter seven writers” caused a change of dominance in poetry from Taige to

Langshu, leading to a dramatic change in the pattern of poetry. Then, from the period of Jiajing and Longqing

to the early years of Wanli, Xie Zhen and Wang Shimao praised Wang Wei and Meng Haoran’s poetry, so the

Mountains gradually developed. During the period from Wanli to Chongzhen, the Gong’an School of literary

writing described the private life with a strong common people style, “controlling the forces of nature”. This

path of evolution in the poetry of the Ming Dynasty is related not only to the internal reasons for the development

of literature itself, but also to the special political and cultural ecology.

Key words the poetry of the Ming Dynasty; Taige; Langshu; mountains; marketplace
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