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Three Classical Discourse Domain of Urban Marxism in
the Context of Critique of Political Economics

Wen Quan (Nanjing University)

Abstract Since the 1960s, some Western left-wing scholars have consciously incorporated the classical
category of political and economic criticism into the narrative of space philosophy, and constructed a theoretical
system of radical reflection on the symptoms of modern capitalist society around the historical-geographical
dialectical relationship between urban landscape and capital logic. This trend of thought roughly covers the
following three basic fields. The first aspect discusses the long-term survival of the capitalist system in theory
through an analysis of the implicit intervention of abstract space manipulated by monetary power in urban
production or consumption situation, and the inherent mechanism of production and reproduction in capital
space. The second filed reveals the crisis that the capitalist system will inevitably encounter by discussing
the negative consequences of the imbalanced development of capital geography and describing the trajectory
of urban change characterized by selective concentration of wealth, geographical division of labor and capital-
driven change of location. Thirdly, it is an effective strategy to reconstruct the disintegration of capitalist system
in the topological picture of urban daily life by showing the mechanism of value exploitation and its associated
non-profit in the justice political order and intensifying the multi-contradiction of society with class conflict as
the main line. It should be said that the proposal of these fields reiterates the urban spatial dimension which has
long been neglected by traditional Marxism. At the same time, it means that the dual purpose of interpreting
the worl and transforming the world of Marxism is a positive (but not yet mature) attempt to consciously renew
its own speech paradigm in the current situation of major changes in the capitalist social ecology.

Key words urban Marxism; critique of political economic; geographical unbalanced development; cap-

italreproduction; social revolution
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