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The Influence of Netizens’ Occupation on Their Political Opinion
Preference in the Internet Age

Wang Tianfu, Xu Hongzhi (Tsinghua University)

Abstract Existing research has mainly analyzed the issue of Internet political opinions from the perspec-
tive of media information and individual choice. In terms of social structure, our analysis of the 2015 survey
on netizen social consciousness shows that among the Internet users, the cadre netizens display a higher level
of political support and active diplomatic attitudes, and are more likely to seek political information through
official media, wechat and ego-social networks. Moreover, it was found that the intellectual netizens hold
the opposite preference and use more microblogs rather than official media to seek political information. The
manual worker netizens usually show moderate orientation and pay less attention to microblogging political
information. These findings indicate that the netizens’ preference across political opinions is a projection of
their real social occupations, and the path from netizens’ occupation to their preference is jointly portrayed by
the interest-based rational choice mechanism and the media-channel-based political socialization mechanism.
While contributing to the opinion homogeneity within certain occupational groups, the Internet may aggravate
the differentiation and polarization of preference among different professional elites.

Key words netizens’ occupation; political opinion preference; social structure; media channels; Internet

governance
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