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Development of Reciprocal Help and Neighbourliness in New Era
Wu Chunmei (Huazhong Agricultural University)

Abstract Reciprocal Help and Neighbourliness, a traditional Chinese virtue, has derived both traditional
and modern meanings, with the traditional meaning referring to neighborhood help, interest feedback and ac-
quaintance norms, and the modern one referring to contractual mutual help, interest exchange, fairness and
rule of law. During the people’s commune period, keeping watch was inherited from the past and mutual help
was institutionalized. In the period of reform and opening up, the spirit and practices of keeping watch has
gradually vanished and mutual help is built in a contractual way. In New Era, the spirit of keeping out of the
virtue is not grounded and mutual help is built in a cooperative way. During the modern transition process,
the spirit and practices of reciprocal help and neighbourliness experience the dilemma that the spirit of mutual
help is absent periodically. In order to promote the modernization of the meaning of reciprocal help and neigh-
bourliness, and to integrate common sense with law spirit, we should generate conditions including interest
correlation-emotional connection-organizational bond-rule sharing, perfect the mechanism with the core mean-
ing of recognition-reciprocity-penalty-survival, and build mutual help system characterized by full coverage,
full area, all-round, and ensure the development of the spirit and practices of reciprocal help and neighbourliness
in the countryside in New Era.

Key words New Era; Peasant; Reciprocal Help and Neighbourliness; Cooperative Mutual Help; Interest

Exchange; Mutual Benefit; rural revitalization
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