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On the System, Content and Perfection
of “Marriage and Family Law (Draft)”

Ran Keping (Wuhan University)

Abstract The Civil Code of Marriage and Family (Draft) is a regulation that compiles with the current
Marriage Law and Adoption Law, and its institutional reforms mainly focus on marriage, adoption, and espe-
cially divorce. However, the draft has a strong imprint of legal compilation on the system, the content has not
incorporated the current effective judicial interpretation, and the legislative value concept does not fully reflect
the developing trend of modern marriage law in the 21st century. Marriage and family law should maintain
the existing “general principle-specific rule” structure, integrate the principle of the best interests of minors,
demonstrate the value concept of modern marriage law, absorb effective judicial interpretation and learn from
the mature legislation of comparative law so as to achieve the systematization and scientificity of marriage and
family legislation.

Key words Marriage and Family Law; system structure; value concept; freedom of marriage; revocable

marriage
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