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Exploring the Political Philosophy Tradition of
Cultural Conservatism in Modern China

Li Qiang (Northwest University)

Abstract Cultural conservatism is one of the three major social thoughts in modern China. Its inter-
generational inheritance and academic genealogy in the tradition of political philosophy began with Liang
Qichao, developed by national social party members, such as Zhang Junmai, Zhang Dongsun and ended with
the second generation of modern Neo-Confucianism like Mou Zongsan. Facing the transition from traditional
China to modern China, the tradition of political philosophy takes the construction of a modern state as its
major concern, establishes a complete Confucian political philosophy system from three aspects, including cul-
ture, politics and economy, and provides modern China with a founding plan of cultural conservatism. This
nation-founding plan attempts to combine individual freedom with social justice, which is transcendence over
liberalism. However, due to theoretical and practical reasons, this conservative founding plan has not been
adopted for modern China. Nevertheless, a theoretical exploration of this plan has certain implications for the
construction of socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Key words cultural conservatism; confucian political philosophy; modern state construction; Liang

Qichao; Zhang Junmai; Zhang Dongsun; Mou Zongsan
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