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The Historical Study on Kreuznach Notebooks and
Its Ideological Significance

Deng Angi, Bu Xiangji (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics)

Abstract  As one of the early texts written by Marx, Kreuznach Notebooks has not yet been fully rec-
ognized in the academic circles at home and abroad. In the existing research, there are two tendencies with
either excessively high or excessively devalued opinions on this work. From the perspective of the transfor-
mation of Marx’s early thoughts, we find it impossible to overestimate the position of Kreuznach Notebooks
in the development of Marx’s thoughts, but we should not ignore the important role of this early text in the
transformation of Marx’s thoughts. The historical study on Kreuznach Notebooks is essentially subordinated
to Marx’s investigation of “civil society and state relations”, thus containing the genes of the transformation of
Marx’s materialist stand. At the same time, the study has prompted Marx to criticize and question the position of
Hegel’s legal philosophy on national and legal issues, and gradually discovered the historical truth of bourgeois
political emancipation, thus providing the theoretical foundation for his transition to the communist political
position. The study of this historical text and its ideological significance should be regarded as an important
part of investigating the transformation of Marx’s early thoughts and bridging the so-called “Young Marx” and
“Mature Marx”. In addition, this work also shows that the transformation of Marx’s early ideas was not simply
the result of the external influence of Feuerbach’s philosophy.
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